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PORTUGUESE  WEST  AFRICA." 

By  Vice  Cousal  Harry  A.  McBride,  Boina,  Belgium   ICongo. 

The  year  1914  witnessed  important  decreases  in  the  foreign  trade  of 
Angola,  the  largest  Portuguese  colony  in  Africa.  This  was  chiefly 
due  to  the  disturbed  conditions  in  Europe  and  to  the  military  activi- 
ties in  the  southern  part  of  the  colony  itself. 

Although  detailed  statistics  of  the  year's  trade  are  not  yet  avail- 
able, the  provisional  figures  will  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  trade  in 
comparison  with  the  movement  during  1913. 

In  reducing  the  values  given  in  this  report  from  the  Portuguese 
to  American  currency,  the  "  escudo  "  has  been  calculated  at  95  cents 
for  the  year  1913  and  at  77  cents  for  1914,  owing  to  the  fact  that  dur- 
ing the  latter  period,  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  value  of  the 
"  escudo  "  fluctuated  considerably. 

Value  of  Foreign  Trade  of  Angola. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Angola  proper  (ex- 
cluding the  district  of  Portuguese  Kongo)  during  1914  was  thus 
$7,649,363,  as  compared  w^ith  $11,557,455  during  the  previous  year, 
showing  a  diminution  of  $3,908,092.  The  imports  were  valued  at 
$4,171,574,  against  $5,952,076  for  1913,  and  the  exports  at  $3,477,789, 
against  $5,605,379. 

The  fluctuation  in  the  value  of  the  Portuguese  "  escudo  "  after  the 
outbreak  of  war  was  due  to  the  closure  of  the  two  principal  Portu- 
guese markets  for  gold — the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany — and 
the  price  thereof  in  Portugal  and  its  colonies  advanced  about  35 
per  cent,  which  is  the  same  as  the  percentage  of  decrease  in  Angola's 
foreign  trade.  The  silver  and  paper  currency  decreased  in  value  in 
the  same  amount  as  the  increase  in  gold,  causing  the  exchange  rate 
to  fall  to  about  35  per  cent  below  the  normal  quotations. 

Imports  into  the  Colony. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  only  detailed  figures  available 
at  present  concerning  imports  into  Angola : 


Items. 

1913 

1914 

$2,956,669 

1,730,845 
1,258,562 

S2  591  756 

973, 632 
606  180 

Total 

5,952,076 

4  171  574 

"An  exhaustive  review  of  the  commercial  possibilities  of  Portusueso  West  Africa  was 
published  in  Daily  Cousular  aud  Trade  Reports  for  Sept.  30  and  Oct.  1,  1914,  after  a 
tour  of  the  colony  by  Vice  Consul  McBride. 


2  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  EEPOETS. 

"  National  imports  "  are  those  produced  or  manufactured  in  Portu- 
gal or  Portuguese  colonies  and  "nationalized  imports"  are  those 
originating  in  foreign  countries  but  which  have  been  imported  into 
Portugal,  duty  paid  thereon,  with  drawback  privileges,  and  thence 
reexported  to  the  colonies. 

A  customs  tariff  favoring  both  the  goods  imported  from  Portugal 
and  the  Portuguese  merchant  marine  makes  it  more  profitable  to 
ship  many  classes  of  foreign-made  merchandise  destined  for  con- 
sumption in  Angola  to  Lisbon  and  thence  transship  to  Portuguese 
vessels  bound  for  the  African  colonies  than  to  ship  direct.  The  only 
imports  of  Portuguese  origin  consist  of  wine,  cheap  cotton  goods, 
olive  oil,  and  a  part  of  the  footwear  and  preserved  food  products. 
Practically  without  exception  all  other  imported  articles  originate 
in  foreign  countries,  but  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  lower 
customs  duties  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  merchandise  shipped  from 
Portugal  in  the  national  steamers.  It  is  recognized  that  this  system, 
which  applies  to  the  exportation  as  well  as  the  importation,  retards 
active  trade  in  many  lines  of  goods  for  which  Angola  would  other- 
wise offer  a  fair  market,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  regulations 
will  be  modified  in  the  near  future. 

As  indicated  above,  the  national  and  nationalized  imports  de- 
creased in  value  to  the  amount  of  $3G4,913,  the  foreign  imports  arriv- 
ing in  Portuguese  ships  declined  to  the  amount  of  $763,213  and  the 
foreign  imports  arriving  in  foreign  vessels,  $652,376. 

Importance  of  the  German  Trade  with  Angola. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  war  a  German  line  of  freight  and  passeno-er 
steamers  made  regular  calls  at  Loanda,  Lobito,  and  other  ports,  and 
owing  largely  to  its  assistance,  German  export  firms  at  Hamburg  and 
Bremen  had  built  up  an  important  trade  in  Angola.  All  the  mer- 
chandise that  would  benefit  by  the  20  per  cent  reduction  in  customs 
duties  if  arriving  in  Portuguese  vessels  was  transshipped,  and  other 
goods,  such  as  machinery,  were  sent  direct  in  the  German  steamers. 
Another  factor  highly  favorable  to  the  German  trade  was  the  excel- 
lent system  of  local  representation  in  the  principal  towns  of  Ano-ola. 
At  Loanda,  for  instance,  this  was  especially  noticed  durino-  the 
writer's  recent  tour  in  that  colony  [see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Reports  for  Sept.  30  and  Oct.  1,  1914],  where  there  were  no  less  than 
five  representatives  of  German  export  houses  and  three  or  four  of 
them  were  equipped  with  extensive  and  well-arranged  permanent 
exhibits  of  samples,  all  priced  in  Portuguese  currency  c.  i.  f.  Loanda. 
Excessively  liberal  credits  were  allowed  on  all  orders,  but  this  system 
was  proA'en  to  be  a  failure  in  1912,  when  the  rubber  crisis  caused 
financial  difficulties  throughout  the  colony,  and  some  of  the  German 
firuis,  suffering  severe  losses,  were  forced  to  exercise  more  caution  in 
granting  credit. 

The  German  trade,  however,  still  increased,  and  during  1913  it  is 
estimated  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  nationalized  imports  were 
of  German  manufactine  and  probably  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the 
foreign  imports  arriving  in  foreign  vessels.  The  large  decrease  in 
imports  during  1914  was  due  largely  to  the  interruption  on  account 
of  the  war. 

The  Union  of  South  Africa  was  the  first  to  take  advantage  of  the 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  war,  and  the  Manufacturers'  Union 
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of  Cape  Town  made  efforts  to  secure  a  part  of  the  trade  previously 
held  by  countries  not  in  a  position  to  furnish  the  market  with  its 
needs.  A  commission  was  sent  to  study  the  market  conditions,  and 
circulars  appeared  throughout  the  colony  setting  forth  the  classes  of 
goods  the  Union  was  in  a  position  to  supply.  Among  them  were  coal, 
wood,  lumber,  hardware,  cement,  coffee,  tea,  iron  and  steel  goods, 
stationery,  beer,  spirits,  fruits,  oils,  grains,  medical  and  pharmaceu- 
tical products,  explosives,  and  machinery. 
Opportunity  for  Increasing  American  Trade. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  report  on  Angola,  published  in  Daily  Con- 
sular and  Trade  Reports  for  October  1, 1914,  many  kinds  of  American 
goods  are  popular  in  the  Portuguese  colonj^,  principally  American 
machinery,  pumps,  cement-block  presses,  windmills,  low-priced  auto- 
mobiles, lighting  systems,  office  furniture  and  supplies,  hardware  and 
tools,  stationery,  and  illuminating  and  lubricating  oils. 

American  firms,  however,  have  heretofore  taken  little  interest  in 
the  Angolan  market,  and  a  large  part  of  the  smaller  articles  have 
been  introduced  through  the  efforts  of  commission  houses  selling 
German  goods,  the  American  articles  having  been  imported  in  many 
cases  through  Hamburg.  One  or  tv/o  commission  agents  of  Portu- 
guese nationality  at  Loanda,  the  capital,  who  formerly  handled  mer- 
chandise of  countries  now  at  war,  are  anxious  to  secure  the  repre- 
sentation of  other  firms  in  order  to  carry  on  their  business.  It  is 
believed  that  this  would  prove  the  most  successful  manner  for  at- 
tempting to  increase  American  trade — to  interest  these  agents  in 
taking  up  American  lines. 

Besides  the  articles  above  mentioned,  American  cutlery,  brass  beds, 
cheap  jewelry,  watches,  cotton  goods  (cheap  prints,  "Americani,"  and 
indigo  drills),  low-})riced  footwear,  ribbons,  novelties,  lamps,  kitchen- 
ware,  structural  and  railway  materials,  etc.,  would  be  of  interest  to 
these  firms. 

[The  names  find  addresses  of  the  principal  agents  .and  importers  in  Angola 
were  transmitted  with  this  report,  and  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
interested  may  obtain  a  copy  of  the  list  on  application  to  the  Bin-eau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ollices.     Itefer  to  file  GTS25.] 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  commission  agents  will  probably  ask  for 
certain  terms  of  credit — usually  three  months,  this  being  the  period 
allowed  by  other  foreign  firms — the  financial  standing  of  merchants 
in  the  colony  may  be  investigated  through  the  Banco  Nacional  Ul- 
tramarino,  at  Loanda. 

There  aj^pears  to  be  a  good  opportunity  at  present  for  American 
exporters  willing  to  concede  certain  terms  of  credit  to  responsible 
merchants  to  secure  a  profitable  trade  in  Angola. 
Market  for  Cotton  Goods. 

If  properly  managed  a  moderately  large  outlet  for  American  cot- 
ton goods  of  the  kinds  above  mentioned  could  probably  be  created. 
This  is  the  largest  single  article  of  import  into  the  colony,  the  annual 
consumption  thereof  being  valued  at  between  $3,000,000  and 
$4,000,000.  Notwithstanding  the  protective  customs  tariff  and  the 
fact  that  certain  quantities  of  cheap  cotton  goods  are  manufactured 
in  Portugal,  there  is  at  present  a  possibility  of  successful  American 
competition,  especially  in  viaw  of  the  present  abnormal  conditions 
in  the  countries  that  have  largely  supplied  these  goods  in  the  i)ast. 
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The  importation  of  Portuguese  textile  goods  into  the  Benguella 
district  alone  has  decreased  rapidly  during  the  past  few  years.  The 
value  thereof  in  1910  was  $1,833,572;  in  1911,  $723,228;  in  1912, 
$G37,083;  and  in  1913,  only  $398,077,  showing  that  foreign  compe- 
tition has  been  successful. 

Other  articles  that  form  a  large  part  of  Angola's  import  trade 
are  manufactured  iron  and  steel  goods,  food  and  dairy  products, 
wine  and  beer,  olive  oil,  Hour,  gunpowder,  woolen  and  silk  goods, 
agricultural  implements,  soap,  tobacco,  petroleum,  arms,  footwear 
and  headwear.  paper,  etc.,  but  no  detailed  statistics  of  the  quantities 
imported  during  1913  and  1911:  have  yet  been  published. 
Imports  by  Districts. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Angola,  by  districts,  during  1913 
and  1914  is  set  forth  in  the  following  table : 


District. 

1913 

1914 

$2,54S,971 
2,107,519 
1,295,586 

$2,111,738 

1,361,341 

698,495 

Mossamedes  and  Huilla 

Total    

5,952,070 

4,171,574 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  to  the  Loanda  and  Lunda  districts 
amounted  to  $437,233;  to  the  Benguella  district,  $740,178;  and  to 
the  Mossamedes  and  Huilla  disti-icts,  $597,091.  The  adverse  com- 
mercial conditions  were  felt  most  keenly  in  the  Benguella  district, 
due  not  only  to  the  rubber  crisis  which  caused  financial  diinculties 
from  which  the  merchants  have  never  fully  recovered,  but  also  to 
the  fact  that  after  the  outbreak  of  war  construction  work  on  the 
Benguella  Ivaiiw\ay  was  practically  brought  to  a  standstill  and  no 
large  imports  of  railway  material  were  made. 
The  Export  Trade  of  Angola. 

Of  the  total  exports  during  1914  valued  at  $3,477,789,  goods  to 
the  value  of  $2,914,003  went  to  national  (Portuguese)  ports  and 
$503,180  worth  to  foreign  ports.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  ship- 
ments to  national  (Portuguese)  ports  compared  with  1913  was 
$1,850,129,  and  that  in  shipments  to  foreign  ports,  $277,401,  the 
former  having  been  due  to  the  general  depression  in  trade  and  the 
latter,  almost  entirely,  to  the  stoppag^e  of  direct  shipments  to  Ham- 
burg. 

Over  80  per  cent  of  the  colony's  products  are  sent  to  Portugal,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  export  duties  favor  goods  shipped  to  the  JNIother 
country  and  in  l*ortuguese  bottoms.  Therefore,  Lisbon  is  not  only  the 
center  at  which  the  majoritj^  of  imports  for  Angola  are  assembled 
before  shipment,  but  acts  also  as  the  distributing  point  for  most  of 
the  colony's  exports. 

The  total  value  of  the  ex]->orts  from  the  various  districts  of  Angola 
was  as  follows  during  1913  and  1914: 


District. 

1913 

1914 

12,379,235 

2, 52.-),  120 

701,024 

51,432,302 

l,W.i,\i2 

542,295 

Total 

5,605,379 

3,477,789 
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The  Benguella  district,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  five,  was  the 
most  seriously  affected,  not  only  in  importation,  but  also  in  the 
export  trade.  This  district  is  the  principal  producer  of  rubber, 
grains,  and  gums,  and  the  Benguella  Railway,  from  the  port  of 
Lobito  to  Chinguar,  322  miles  inland,  runs  almost  through  the  center 
of  it. 
The  Principal  Exports. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  principal  exports  of  Angola,  has 
been  prepared  from  the  temporary  monthly  records  of  exportation 
and  will  serve  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  productiveness  of  the 
colony : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

2,002 

5,001 

SI  2 

3, 759 

4,551 

91S 

2^8 

$1,993,905 
899, 7T9 
515, 783 
3!!,  331 
410,111 
93,3iX) 
29,377 

1,  f.08 
4,338 

755 
3,989 
2,960 
1,348 

238 

$725  206 

Coffee 

487, 443 

AV:ix                 

430  008 

246, 767 

Su^ar 

213,918 

Palm  oil 

104,758 

12, 773 

During  the  five  or  six  years  previous  to  1912  rubber  formed  about 
70  per  cent  of  the  total  exports.  The  regulations  of  1911  prohibiting 
the  manufacture  of  rum,  to  which  industry  the  colony  owes  its 
activity  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  and  the  decreasing  prices 
for  Angola  rubber — chiefly  wild  rubber  of  secondary  quality — have 
in  the  past  two  or  three  years  caused  more  attention  to  be  turned  to 
other  products,  with  the  result  that,  although  rubber  is  still  the 
chief  export,  coffee,  wax,  sugar,  and  gums  now  comprise  an  important 
part  of  the  outward  trade.  AVithin  even  a  shorter  space  of  time 
palm  oil  and  kernels  have  entered  largely  into  the  export  movement, 
and  these  were  the  only  articles  showing  increases  during  1914.  The 
natural  and,  for  the  most  part,  undeveloped  resources  found  in 
Angola  for  the  palm-products  trade  are  considerable.  Vast  areas 
of  palms  in  the  interior  are  as  yet  untouched,  and  the  natives  are  not 
informed  of  the  value  of  the  kernels. 

The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  coffee,  wax,  and  sugar  was  due  to  the 
war  and  the  consequent  closure  of  the  greatest  ultimate  market  for 
Angolan  products,  Germany.  Depression  in  trade  took  place  almost 
with  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Large  stocks  of  tropical  products  ac- 
cumulated in  the  warehouses  at  Lisbon  and  soon  became  unmarketable 
at  profitable  rates,  causing  the  producers  to  stop  all  large  shipments 
and  forcing  tliem  to  economize  by  reducing  the  number  of  laborers 
in  their  employ. 

The  large  newly  installed  sugar  mill  at  Cassaquel  (Catumbella) 
had  recently  begun  operations  and  the  coffee  plantations  had  been 
improved,  extended,  and  new  machinery  purchased,  and,  had  con- 
ditions remained  normal,  there  was  every  reason  to  expect  a  con- 
siderably increased  production  in  these  products. 

The  Becreased  Rubber  Exports. 

As  previously  stated,  in  former  years  rubber  formed  about  TO  per 
cent  of  the  Angolan  exports.  In  1910  the  shipments  of  rubber  were 
valued  at  $6,007,200,  or  75  per  cent  of  the  total  export  trade;  in 
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1911,  $2,972,400,  or  about  GO  per  cent;  in  1912,  $3,470,000,  or  54  per 
cent;  in  1913,  $1,993,905,  or  39  per  cent;  and  in  1914  only  $725,206, 
or  about  20  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Owing  to  the  poor  methods  employed  by  the  natives  in  gathering, 
cleaning,  and  drying  the  product,  a  considerable  part  of  the  rubber 
does  not  arrive  in  Europe  in  first-class  condition,  but  on  account  of 
the  large  demand  had  been  salable  at  good  prices  up  to  1911.  In 
that  year  plantation  rubber  of  superior  quality  from  the  East  Indies 
began  arriving  on  the  market  in  large  quantities,  ultimately  caus- 
ing the  rubber  crisis  in  Angola,  Kongo,  Brazil,  and  other  producing 
countries,  and,  although  efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  quality  in 
order  to  hold  the  former  trade,  prices  for  Angola  rubber  fell  to  such 
low  figures  that  it  became  almost  impossible  to  ship  at  a  profit. 

Most  of  the  rubber  comes  from  the  interior  of  the  Benguella  dis- 
trict, the  buyers  having  small  stores  in  many  parts  of  the  Benguella 
Plateau.  The  plateau  regions  are  very  fertile,  having  a  good  climate 
and  being  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  grain  and  cattle  raising  on  a 
large  scale,  but  on  account  of  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities 
have  remained  undeveloped.  Almost  simultaneously  with  the  rubber 
crisis,  the  Benguella  Kail  way,  being  constructed  inland  from  the 
coast,  reached  the  plateau  region.  Boers  had  already  started  small 
farms  there  and,  as  many  persons  formerly  engaged  in  buying  rubber 
were  forced  to  seek  other  employment,  they  also  took  to  farming  and 
cattle  raising. 

Thus  grains  and  vegetables  are  now  being  grown  and  the  ship- 
ments of  cattle  already  number  many  head,  it  being  almost  a  cer- 
tainty that  these  two  branches  will  soon  become  important  factors 
in  the  colony's  trade.  In  some  parts  important  rubber  plantations 
have  been  started  and  attention  given  to  the  scientific  cultivation  of 
the  product  in  an  endeavor  to  retain  part  of  the  former  trade. 
Land  Concessions  to  Settlers — Progress  in  Agriculture. 

The  activity  in  taking  up  land  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  915 
licenses  for  staking  off  claims  were  granted  by  the  authorities  of 
Angola  in  1914.  Of  this  total,  444  were  in  the  Benguella  district,  165 
in  the  Huilla  district,  168  in  the  Loanda  district,  and  the  remainder 
in  other  sections  of  the  colony.  Altogether  about  295,160  acres  of 
land  in  the  Benguella  district  were  turned  over  to  applicants  during 
the  year,  practically  all  of  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  farming  and 
cattle  raising. 

The  progress  already  made  in  the  development  of  the  plateau 
regions  is  shown  by  the  following  table  Avhich  gives  the  amount  of 
agricultural  and  pastoral  exports  during  the  past  three  years : 


Articlos. 

1012 

1913 

1914 

433 
173 

2,111 
551 

3  997 

Boars 

do 

833 

do 

IS 

Cattle 

2, 3S9 

3,244 
250 

3,697 
540 

In  addition  to  the  above  exports,  large  quantities  of  grains  and 
vegetables  are  raised  for  local  consumption.  Owing  to  the  presence 
of  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  the  local  consumption  was  much 
larger  during  1914.     Even  the  exports  Avould  have  been  greater,  but 
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for  several  months  after  the  outbreak  of  war  the  shipment  of  all  food- 
stuffs from  the  colony  was  prohibited  as  a  precautionary  measure. 
The  rapid  increase,  however,  shows  that  Angola  will  soon  become  an 
important  producer  of  grains  and  foodstuff's.  Practically  all  of  the 
agricultural  products  are  marketed  in  Portugal  or  in  Portuguese 
colonies. 
Government  Assistance  to  Agricultiirists. 

Every  encouragement  and  assistance  is  given  for  increasing  the  in- 
terest in  farming.  The  Government  has  established  an  agricultural 
station  at  Bie,  on  the  Benguella  Plateau,  whicli  has  already  rendered 
valuable  assistance  to  the  agriculturists.  Experiments  in  cotton 
growing,  which  have  met  with  some  success,  have  also  been  made. 
The  Minister  for  the  Colonies  has  approved  a  proposal  for  encourag- 
ing and  developing  cotton  culture  in  Mozambique,  East  Africa,  by 
allowing  the  natives  to  pay  their  taxes  in  seed  cotton  whenever  they 
choose  to  do  so,  and  moreover,  the  authorities  will  purchase  any  sur- 
plus the  natives  may  have  for  sale,  the  prices  paid  to  be  determined 
by  a  commission  of  experts  appointed  by  the  Government.  Native 
planters  whose  output  should  reach  a  minimum  of  450  pounds  of 
cotton  lint,  or  its  equivalent  in  seed  cotton,  will  be  exempted  from 
the  payment  of  the  native  tax  for  the  year.  It  is  reported  that  these 
regulations  will  soon  be  applied  also  to  Angola. 
Mining  Operations. 

Although  mineral  deposits  of  various  kinds  are  found  in  the 
colony,  little  development  work  took  place  in  1914.  Tlie  most 
important  mining  enterprise  is  the  Companhia  de  Pesquisas  Mineiras 
de  Angola,  of  which  a  considerable  part  of  the  capital  is  American. 
American  engineers  and  prospectors  are  also  employed.  This  com- 
pany has  prospected  for  diamonds  in  the  eastern  part  of  Angola  near 
the  Kasai  District  of  Belgian  Kongo,  in  conjunction  with  the  affili- 
ated company,  the  Societe  Forestiere  et  Miniere  du  Congo,  operating 
in  the  Belgian  colony.  Some  degree  of  success  has  been  met  with 
and  a  fairly  large  output  is  expected  within  a  few  years.  During 
1914,  the  company  also  carried  on  prospecting  work  for  petroleum  in 
the  territory  north  of  Loanda  and  several  drills  and  other  machinery 
have  been  imported  from  the  United  States. 
Transportation  Routes — The  Benguella  Railway. 

The  most  important  transportation  route  in  Angola  is  the  Ben- 
guella Eailway  from  Lobito  to  Chinguar,  connecting  the  fertile 
plateau  regions  with  the  seacoast.  This  road  is  ultimately  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  Katanga  District  of  Belgian  Kongo,  and  will  serve 
as  an  outlet  for  the  rich  copper  mines,  but,  during  1914,  little  progress 
was  made  in  construction  work. 

The  section  from  Chinguar  to  Belmonte,  390  miles  from  Lobito,  is 
now  being  built,  but  lack  of  funds  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  mate- 
rials have  retarded  the  completion  thereof.  The  work  of  grading 
has  advanced  slowly  and  the  bed  has  now  reached  a  point  40  miles 
from  the  present  railhead.  It  may,  however,  be  many  months  be- 
fore the  rails  are  laid. 

This  line  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  agricultural  develop- 
ment of  the  Benguella  Plateau,  special  freight  rates  being  offered 
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for  carrying  grains  and  foodstuffs  to  Lobito,  the  port  of  shipment. 
The  railway  is  also  aiding  in  the  construction  of  wagon  roads  radiat- 
ifig  from  the  line.  Old  freight  cars  and  other  materials  are  provided 
for  building  small  bridges,  and  special  rates  have  been  made  for  the 
transport  of  cement  and  other  goods  for  use  in  road  building.  Such 
merchandise  is  carried  free  of  charge  under  certain  condition  and 
every  effort  is  being  made  to  facilitate  communication  throughout 
the  plateau  region. 
Traffic  Returns  of  the  Benguella  Railway. 

Owing  to  abnormal  conditions,  the  returns  from  the  operation  of 
the  Benguella  Railway  during  1914  w^ere  not  as  large  as  in  1913. 
The  receipts  amounted  to  $381,812  and  the  expenditures  to  $302,779, 
leaving  a  favorable  balance  of  $79,033.  The  revenue  per  kilometer 
(0.021  miles)  was  thus  $737  and  the  expenditure  $583. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  freight  traffic,  which 
amounted  to  35,581  tons  in  1914  as  compared  with  27.763  tons  the 
preceding  year,  though  this  is  due  largely  to  the  augmented  ship- 
ments of  grains  and  vegetables  on  wdiich  the  freight  rates  had  been 
lowered.  The  number  of  passengers  carried  has  increased  rapidly 
since  the  road  has  been  in  operation,  the  total  in  1909  being  30.771 ; 
1910,  38.449;  1911,  48,609;  1912,  50,818;  1913,  63,333;  and  1914, 
109,308.  ' 
loanda-Malange  and  Other  Railways — Telegraph  Service. 

The  second  railway  of  importance  is  the  one  running  from  Loanda 
to  Malange,  312  miles  inland.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  this  line 
to  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  colony,  but  the  work  of  construction  is 
not  yet  under  way. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  operation  of  this  line  in  1913  shoAved 
an  advance  amounting  to  $25,883  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 
This  was  caused  largely  by  the  increase  in  passenger  traffic,  the  num- 
hoY  carried  having  been  28,542  in  1913,  compared  with  24.585  in  1912. 
The  freight  traffic  showed  an  increase  of  793  tons,  the  total  having 
been  20,680  tons  in  1913  and  19.887  tons  in  1912.  Figures  for  1914 
are  not  yet  available. 

Other  railways  in  Angola  are  the  line  from  the  port  of  Mossa- 
medes,  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  coloney,  to  Chela,  106 
miles  in  the  interior;  and  the  short  narrow-gauge  branch  of  the 
Loanda-Malange  line  to  Golungo  Alto. 

The  latest  statistics  available  showing  the  operation  of  the  tele- 
graph service  of  Angola  are  for  1911.  In  that  year  there  were  119 
telegraph  stations  in  the  colony,  but  some  of  them  were  not  in  o])era- 
tion  as  there  were  only  95  persons  employed  in  the  service. 

The  total  length  of  the  overhead  line  was  2,632  miles,  and  the 
number  of  telegrams  transmitted  was  48,433.  The  receipts  amounted 
to  $16,612  and  the  expenditures  to  $59,630,  leavingadeficit  of  $43,018. 
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